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MITZPE HILA, Israel—After 
five years in Palestinian custody, 
Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit was 
greeted by Israeli army officers as 
he stepped onto Israeli soil

After being flown to an air-
base, where he was welcomed by 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu, Shalit was reunited with his 

parents away from the eager tele-
vision cameras, and then helicop-
tered home.

The Israeli soldier ws snatched 
in a cross-border raid by the Is-
lamist organization Hamas and 
two other Palestinian groups on 
June 25, 2006.

Shalit, 25, was then reunited 
Doctors said he was malnour-
ished and that he probably had 
spent much of the past five years 

in solitary confinement below 
ground.

His appearance certainly bore 
that out. Looking fragile, Shalit 
seemed unsteady when Israel’s 
prime minister, defense minister 
and the head of the army greeted 
him with warm hugs.

He limped noticeably from 
wounds he received when his 
captors snatched him in a daring 
cross-border raid in June 2006. 
His pale skin and weakness were 
the apparent effect of long years 
without exposure to sunshine.

He told his parents that the 

Soldier spent years underground, doctors say

By Sheera Frenkel
McClatchy Newspapers

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
embraces Israeli soldier 
Gilad Shalit at the Tel Nof 
airforce base in Israel 
on Tuesday. Shalit was 
moved into Egypt from 
captivity in Gaza in a pris-
oner swap deal including 
hundreds of Palestinian 
prisoners to be freed in 
return for Shalit, who has 
been held in captivity by 
Hamas militants since 
June 2006. 

See SHALIT, Page 2A
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A man was shot and killed Monday in 
a south Lansing shopping plaza, police 
said. Police believe the shooter fled 
the scene in a green Dodge Durango 
sport-utility vehicle, heading south on 
Pleasant Grove. 4A

23-year old shot, killed in  
south Lansing parking lot

Feds to change bankruptcy 
laws by end of year

Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder said 
Tuesday he wants to 
strengthen economic 
ties with Canada, adding 
that one of the best ways 
to make that happen is 

to build a new bridge between Detroit 
and Windsor, Ontario. 5A

Governor:  Bridge would 
strengthen ties to Canada

The first overhaul of bankruptcy laws 
in 27 years will force more debtors 
to work out repayment plans with 
creditors. 7A

MSU athletic director Mark Hollis 
released a statement Monday on a in-
ternal investigation into a possible con-
duct violation, apparently in response 
to controversy surrounding sophomore 
defensive end Will Gholston. 1B

Snyder

MSU to review possible 
conduct violation in MSU-
Michigan football game
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The number isn’t pretty: The 
dropout rate for Lansing School 
District students who started 
school in 2006 and were sup-
posed to graduate in 2010 is 25.7 
percent.

Compare that with 22.4 per-
cent in Grand Rapids, another 
large, urban district, or 1.76 per-
cent in suburban Okemos.

“There’s an excessively high 
dropout rate for everyone, but es-
pecially among Hispanics and 
black students,” said the Rev. Fred 
Thelen, pastor at Cristo Rey Catho-
lic Church in south Lansing.

But he and other leaders of a 
Lansing coalition of churches 
hope to help change that.

Action of Greater Lansing will 
host a forum tonight designed to 
call attention to the issue and 
make families aware of resources 
available to them.

The forum is known as the Ne-
hemiah Assembly, named for the 
biblical Nehemiah who mobilized 
the citizens of Jerusalem to each 
take responsibility for rebuilding a 
segment of the ruined city walls.

Lansing 
dropout 
rate more 
than 25%
By Kathleen Lavey
Lansing State Journal

READ MORE
• Schneider weighs in on the numbers  1B
• Read what community members think 6A
• Look for updates www.LSJ.com

See DROPOUT, Page 2A

PEDIATRICIANS: LIMIT TV FOR CHILDREN UNDER TWO

Israeli prisoner malnourished,
heartened by Tuesday’s release 

Follow us on 
Twitter @lsj 
and like us 
on Facebook.

Parents of infants and toddlers should limit the 
time their children spend in front of televisions, 
computers, self-described educational games 

and even grown-up shows playing in 
the background, the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics warned on Tues-
day. 

Video screen time provides no educational 
benefits for children under age 2 and leaves less 
room for activities that do, like interacting with 
other people and playing, the group said.

The recommendation, announced at the 
group’s annual convention in Boston, is less strin-
gent than its first such warning, in 1999, which 
called on parents of young children to all but ban 
television watching for children under 2 and to fill 
out a “media history” for doctor’s office visits. 

But it also makes clear that there is no such 
thing as an educational program for such young 
children, and that leaving the TV on as background 
noise, as many households do, distracts both chil-
dren and adults.

“We felt it was time to revisit this issue because 
video screens are everywhere now, and the mes-
sage is much more relevant today that it was a de-

See CHILDREN, Page 3A

By Benedict Carey
McClatchey Newspapers

Republican presidential candidates 
brawled Tuesday over Herman Cain’s 
tax plan and Mitt Romney’s record on 
illegal immigration, as rivals ham-
mered the two top-tier contenders 
in the liveliest GOP clash of the 2012 
campaign. 8A

Sparks fly as GOP presidential 
candidates debate issues
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‘Just a human being’

AndreChung/MCT

Bernice King, daughter of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., addresses the 
audience at the official ceremony for the dedication of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

New baby panda
Tai Shan was born at the National 
Zoo on July 9th.  Although he is 
walking around, he has not yet 
left his den.  

PAGE 3A

Rissi Palmer
Her album makes its debut with 

songs about small town values and 
broken hearts.
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Debra Messing
Debra Messing stars in “The Starter Wife” on 

the USA drama/comedy, which airs Friday 
nights at 10 p.m.

PAGE 4A

The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. wasn’t a 
big guy but he cast a long shadow

President Barack Obama and civil rights leaders on Sunday helped dedicate a 
memorial to the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. with thousands of spectators watch-
ing, almost two months after it was originally scheduled to be dedicated.

Obama, the nation’s first black president, who benefited enormously from the 
victories won by the civil rights movement, called King a man who “somehow 
gave voice to our deepest dreams and our most lasting ideals, a man who stirred 
our conscience and thereby helped make our union more perfect.”

Ed Jackson, Jr., is the architect of the 
4-acre monument of stone, trees 
and water honoring the slain civil 
rights leader located along the 
Tidal Basin. 

Andre Chung/MCT

Master Lei Yixin, the sculptor 
stands in front of his work. King 
will be the first African-American 
honored with a monument on 
Washington’s National Mall.

Aerial view of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C.
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Image Courtesy of MLK 
Memorial

By Daniel Lippman
McClatchy Newspapers

“Never in my wildest 
dreams did I think this 

man, Martin Luther 
King, would be 

memorialized right 
there. I wouldn’t have 

missed this for 
anything.”
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Marion Washington Redd, 70, a retired 
nursing assistant from Jackson, Ala.
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Marcus Johnson, right, brought his daughter, Zanyah Johnson, 10, with him 
from to the official ceremony for the dedication of the Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Memorial on the National Mall,  October 16, 2011, in Washington, D.C.

The quote on the side of the monument is from Dr. King’s famous “I have a dream” speech.  


