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Religion History
In Latin America, and especially in Mexico, the 

Virgin Mary is an especially important symbol.  
According to tradition, a peasant named Juan Diego 
had a vision of a young woman who told him to 
build a church where they were standing. He told 
the local bishop, who asked for some proof. Upon 
his return the lady said “Bring the roses behind 
you.” He cut the roses, placed them in his poncho 
and returned to the bishop. When he opened his 
poncho, instead of roses, there was an image of the 
young lady in the vision.

Although the Aztecs and the Mayans occupied 
different parts of  Latin America, they both left deep 
cultural marks on the people of  the region.  

Often the term “Aztec” refers exclusively to the 
Mexica people of  Tenochtitlan (now the location of  
Mexico City). 

Maya influence can be detected from Honduras, 
Guatemala, and to Northern El Salvador.

Both civilizations disappeared with the arrival of  
the Spanish conquistadores but left a never-ending 
impression that continues in Latin America today. 
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Latino means a lot of different things to 
different cultures and individuals. Some 
people feel that the term is synonymous 
with Hispanic, although that is not ex-
actly correct. Hispanic is a term that was 
brought into use by the United States 

Census Bureau in the year 1970, and it was supposed to 
refer to only residents/persons that had Spanish heritage 
by birth location, Spanish ancestry, or those who spoke 
Spanish in their households. Hispanic is not a term that 
is meant to cover residents of Latin American countries 
at this time, rather those who have moved to this country 
and have those Spanish roots.

The culture of Latinos is a proud and vibrant 
one, with many different symbols and images be-
ing prevalent in Latino households, ranging from 
religious to very secular. Most Latinos in the US are 

very proud of their roots, and they can choose to 
show that pride with Latino tattoos. There are several 
different things that spring to mind when speak-
ing of Latino images and tattoos. Most Latinos are 
Roman Catholic in their religious practices - and this 
adds a lot to the images seen in Latino households 
and in Latino tattoos. Images such as the virgin 
Mary, the sacred heart and Jesus are very popular 
among Catholic Latinos. These pictures can be seen 
as artwork on the walls of houses, or on bodies. 

Additional religious images include crosses, 
crucifixes and regional saints. Other images that 
are related to Latino culture have to do with the 
individual’s country of origin. Mexican Latinos 
often identify with the ancient cultures that once 
ruled their land, so tattoos like those of Aztec 
symbols and gods are a popular choice. Other 
Mexican imagery can include skulls (symboliz-
ing the Day of the Dead) and animals, as well as 

sun images which can be representative of both 
Aztec and Mexican cultures.

Many who choose to get Latino tattoos will do 
so in areas of the country where there is a large con-
centration of Latinos. This means that it is usually 
quite easy to find a tattoo artist who is well versed in 
the cultural imagery of this group, as well as possibly 
even having flash art available to choose from. 

If you live in an area that does not have this 
concentration, your best bet may be to go to a larger 
city in your region, or to ask someone you know if 
they are familiar with tattoo artists who are versed in 
Latino culture. 

Additionally, if you plan to get anything inked 
in the Spanish language (and you are not a speaker) 
be sure your translation is correct. As with all 
cultural tattoos, it is important to make sure that 
you are not getting an incorrect symbol or image 
permanently inked on your body.

Latino tatts are making their mark on America’s skin

El Tatuaje
BY A. TORIM 
Lovetoknow.com
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Gangs
Latino crime organizations are based on family 

and the need of  acceptance to some group.  Most 
gang tattoos are acquired while in prison.

Certain designs have developed recognized coded 
meanings. The code systems can be quite complex 
and because of  the nature of  what they encode, the 
tattoos are not widely recognized.

Amoung the Latino gang’s, the two that are most 
famous would be the Latin King’s out of  Chicago 
and the 18th Street gang out of  L.A.
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Best & Worst
We love when celebrities act like the rest of  
us-- including getting ink.  Watching celebs 
strutt their new patches is just entertaining.  Celebrity 

Tattoos

Fail

Legit
Adam Levine, lead 
singer of  the band Maroon 5, is covered 
not only by his Russian supermodel 
girlfriend’s hands, but by amazing and 

intense ink.  His tatts, ranging from 
patriotic eagles to simple san 

skrit, are true symbols 
of  his character and 
beliefs.  For this, and 
his straight up sexi-
ness, Mr. Levine, 
you have the best 
celeb tatts.  

Steve O, from the Jackass movies, is 
known for his, well, weird and crazy ways-- this trans-
lates over to his ink.  And for that, Steve O is at the 
top... of  our least favorite celeb tatts list.  Congrats!

The san skrit says “Maroon 5.”

“222” is the address of  the studio where Ma-
roon 5 held their first recording session.

On this shoulder is a dove on a cherry tree-- 
his way of  remembering and honoring 9/11.

“Los Angeles” on Levine’s right shoulder is an 
homage to the city where he was born and raised.  

Like most of his tatts, Steve 
O’s small wiener (spelled 
wrong, by the by) was a 
dare from the boys
 at Jackass.  

A self  portrait of  Steve O on his back?  Wtf ?

We don’t know if  it’s in homage of  Angelina 
Jolie’s sexiness or just mocking her nonsensical 
ink, either way, this strange claw with words 
makes no sense on Steve O.  

The eagle on Levine’s torso is a symbol of  his 
love for his control. 

The gothic bat 
was a dare from 
Bam Margeria... 
that is all.  
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