
Hong Kong

China’s Outside City



After 156 of foreign rule Hong Kong is different than the Mainland.  
    But those from 

Hong Kong 
  say “they are just Chinese.”

BY THEA CARD

The China Internet Information 
Center defines a special administra-
tive region as “a local administra-
tive region of the People’s Republic 
of China that does not exercise the 
rights of state sovereignty.”  China 
has two SAR’s; Macau, a former 
Portuguese territory, and Hong 
Kong, right across the bay.  As a 
SAR, Hong Kong is still consid-
ered Chinese, but has it’s own laws, 
history and culture.  Although this 
doesn’t cause any animosity between 
the city and Mainland China it has 
caused some major differences.  

Past
The place: Hong Kong, China.  

The time: 1842.  China and Great 
Britain were in the middle of the 
Opium Wars, conflicts over disput-
er trade relations and opium mar-
kets.   China signed the Treaty of 
Nanking, which ceded Hong Kong 
to British authority.  Thus started 
a 100-year rein that changed the 
relationship between Hong Kong 
and China.  

Hong Kong became the western-
ized city of China.  The British set 
up theaters, schools, hospitals—
anything and everything that a 
visiting Englishman, or settled mili-
tary family, or traveling business-
man might need to feel as though 
he never left.  This English culture 
never left Hong Kong.

In 1931 the Japanese invaded 
China until the end of World War II 
but didn’t invade Hong Kong until 
1941.  In those four years alone, 
the population dropped from 1.6 
million to 650,000.  Part of this was 
food shortages and the Chinese flee-
ing the city but most of the drop was 
at the hands of the Japanese soldiers.  

After the Japanese left when the 
war ended, Britain reclaimed control 
of the city until 1997 when the British 
agrees to give Hong Kong back to the 
Chinese as long as it maintained some 
form of democracy.  

Michigan State University psychol-
ogy sophomore Lilian Zhang, 19, said al-
though Hong Kong is officially Chinese, 
they do not abide by the same laws. 

“They are just Chinese,” Zhang said.  

“But they are allowed to say whatever 
they want about the government.  Not 
slander, but they can say whatever.”

Present
Now fast-forward.  The place: 

Hong Kong, China.  The time: 2012.  
The population of this ever-impor-
tant bay town has exploded and its 
economy is enormous.  

However, because of the 156 years it 
spent under foreign rule, Hong Kong 
didn’t just bounce back into China.  The 
history was completely different than the 
rest of the country.  The traditions had 
merged with those of the British.

“[Hong Kong] is like western 
countries,” Zhang said. “Even now, 
they drive on the left side of the road.”

Director Peter Briggs is in charge of all international students and their relations at Michigan 
State University. 



Hong Kong Presence 
in the U.S.

Director of the MSU Office 
for International Students 
and Scholars Peter Briggs said 
in the 17 trips he has taken 
to China, ten were to Hong 
Kong.  Briggs said he didn’t 
notice a difference in the 
people but he did notice a dif-
ference in mainstream culture.  

“English is spoken more 
in Hong Kong,” Briggs said. 
“There are a lot of companies 
there and English is the lan-
guage of business.”

Although director Briggs 
didn’t know if there was an 
increase in undergraduate 
students from Hong Kong 
coming to Michigan State 
University, he said it wouldn’t 
surprise him because of the 
increase in Chinese interna-
tional students.  

MSU technical theater fresh-
man Jason Yeung, 18, is a Hong 
Kong native.  He said he doesn’t 
think there is a big difference 
between Hong Kong and the 
Mainland, but he does think 
there is a bigger push for art, 
music and theater in Hong Kong. 

“Because the demand for 
staging and technical designs is 
continuously growing in Hong 
Kong, I believe that, being a very 
international city, Hong Kong tends 
to attract more overseas big pro-
duction companies,” Yeung said.  

China’s history with Hong Kong 
is only recently rejoined.  But 
before the British take over, Hong 
Kong shared its story with China 
for hundreds of years.  That past, 
Zhang said, is what makes Hong 
Kong “so special.”

MSU freshman Jason Yeung is following his father’s career in technical theater.  He will 
be returning next year to Hong Kong to finish his education.

The International Center at Michigan State University is one of the many facilities avail-
able to international students to help them become accustome to life in the states. 

Both Yeung and Zhang use the Office for International Students and Scholars, Director 
Briggs’ office, as a go to when they have questions about their visas or life on campus. 



市 外 內Outside City Within
Although Hong Kong is in China, there is a long history of separation be-
tween the two. Whether the financial and trading strategies of the British or 
the territorial vendetta of the Japanese, Hong Kong has been a hot spot for 
tension and conflict.  However, China and Hong Kong have grown both in 
population and culture over the past 150 years.   
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1842 - China signs 
the Treaty of 
Nanking, which 
cedes Hong Kong 
island to Britain. 

1856 - Ginger and coffee 
farms are promoted by the 
British.

1863 - The British 
issue the silver dollar 
in Hong Kong.

1931 - Japan invades China 
until 1945.  The Japanese kill 
millions of Chinese citizens over 
the span of the next ten years.  
Anti-Japanese riots break out 
across the country.

1941 - Japan occupies 
Hong Kong until 1945.

1945 - The Japanese 
leave China. The 
British reclaim Hong 
Kong.  

1989 - Chinese troops 
open fire on protestors 
inTiananmen Square.

1997 - The British 
agree to hand over 
Hong Kong to the 
Chinese government.  

SOURCES: State.gov, EconomyWatch.com, and The BBC.
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China’s population growth 
mirrors that of Hong 
Kong’s.  Although the 
growth took a hit in World 
War II, the population of 
China is now over 

1 billion.
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Hong Kong’s sky line is 
famous and beautiful.  The 
city has grown to accommo-
date the growing population. 

7.1
of China’s 
population..53%

million people live in Hong 
Kong, accounting for

because of food shortages, 
the Chinese fleeing and the 

mass murder of 
millions of Chinese 
by the Japanese.
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The population dropped


